Wel come to Updatee. . September 2008

In this edition of Update we bring you an article on PFOS/PFOA, information on flammability testing,
revised piece of legislation from Norway and information on our consulting team. Below you will find
details of our three day comprehensive understanding leather and five day intensive leather
technology training courses in October and November for your perusal. Plus don't forget to register
for the Leather in Retail, Seminar and Dinner in London on the 19th November.

Leather Technology Training at BLC

Leather continues to be a popular choice in the high street, yet is often still widely misunderstood by many in
the leather supply chain.

The following leather technology courses are scheduled to take place at BLC headqguarters in Northampton, UK:

Three day Comprehensive Understanding of Five day Intensive Leather Technology - offers an ideal
Leather - aimed at leather users and retailers is refresher for existing technologists or a comprehensive
suitable for all product sectors, the course builds introduction to leather technology for those who are either new to
on the one day course, giving a wider perspective the industry or who need to rapidly expand their knowledge.
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Aimed at all sectors of the supply chain, from tanners to
manufacturers and retailers, the course provides a fundamental
understanding of the leather making process, working through all
the stages of leather production, both theoretical and practical, and
using a range of presentations, team working, hands-on problem
solving and case studies.

Date: 3rd to 7th November 2008

Other training dates for your diary in October

To secure a place on the above courses and

7th 8 Understanding Leather maximise your potential contact:

8th & Leather Finishing
22nd & Leather Goods & Construction

melanie@blcleathertech.com _ or phone : +44 (0) 1604 679941
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RESTRICTED SUBSTANCE - FACT SHEET

All you need to know

PFOS/PFOA

Introduction

The European Union has published a Directive which
restricts the use of perfluorooctane sulphonates. The
requirements set in Directive 2006/122/EC amending
Directive 76/769/EEC on the marketing and use of certain
dangerous substances and preparations entered into force
in June this year. The aim of this legislation is to restrict the
use of perfluorooctane sulphonates in order to restrict
health and environmental risks.

Also under investigation is the use of perfluorooctanoic
acid, as the US Environmental Protection Agency is looking
to phase out and eventually eliminate emissions of this
chemical over the next few years.

Perfluorooctane sulphonates -PFOS

These are anions that are commercially available in the
form of salts, derivatives and polymers. PFOS related
substances are used for providing grease, oil and water
resistance to materials as shown below.

Large volume use Small volume use

Textiles

Upholstery Chromium plating

Leather Photography

Apparel Photolithography

Paper Fire fighting foams
Packaging Hydraulic fluids for aviation
General coating

Perfluorooctanoic acid - PFOA

This is a synthetic chemical that does not occur naturally in
the environment. PFOA is sometimes called "C8."
Companies use PFOA to make fluoropolymers, substances
with special properties that have thousands of important
manufacturing and industrial applications.
Consumer products made with fluoropolymers include
non-stick cookware, and breathable, all-weather clothing.

Some companies have put effort into C4 and C6
fluorotelomers rather than the traditional C8 chemistry with
the view that the environmental and toxicological effects
would be reduced. However, there have been no
breakthroughs in producing cost-effective chemicals so far.
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