
Welcome to Updateé.. 
 

In this edition of Update we bring you an article on PFOS/PFOA, information on flammability testing,  

revised piece of legislation from Norway and information on our consulting team.  Below you will find     

details of our three day comprehensive understanding leather and five day intensive leather          

technology training courses in October and November for your perusal.  Plus don't forget to register 

for the Leather in Retail, Seminar and Dinner in London on the 19th November.  

 September 2008 

Leather Technology Training at BLC  
 

Leather continues to be a popular choice in the high street, yet is often still widely misunderstood by many in 
the leather supply chain.  
 
 

The following leather technology courses are scheduled to take place at BLC headquarters in Northampton, UK:  

Three day Comprehensive Understanding of 
Leather - aimed at leather users and retailers is 
suitable for all product sectors, the course builds 
on the one day course, giving a wider perspective 
of leather supply chain issues related to: 

How leather is made 

Testing and restricted substances 

Ensuring customer satisfaction 
 

Content includes vital information on testing and           
specifications, restricted substances, labelling, 
design and construction problems and much 
more, with ample opportunity for discussion and 
debate. 

 

Date : 14th  to 16th October 2008  
 
 
 
 

Five day Intensive Leather Technology - offers an ideal         
refresher for existing technologists or a comprehensive             
introduction to leather technology for those who are either new to 
the industry or who need to rapidly expand their knowledge. 
 
Course content is grouped into three main areas: 

Raw material to tanned leather  

          structure and composition of hides and skins 
      preservation methods 
      beamhouse and tanning processes  

Post tanning processes  

      mechanical and chemical processes, including retanning,  
            dyeing and fatliquoring 

Finishing and specifications  

      formulation and application of finishes to meet end user                
            specifications 

 

Aimed at all sectors of the supply chain, from tanners to         
manufacturers and retailers, the course provides a fundamental 
understanding of the leather making process, working through all 
the stages of leather production, both theoretical and practical, and 
using a range of presentations, team working, hands-on problem 
solving and case studies. 
 

Date: 3rd to 7th November 2008   

To secure a place on the above courses and  
maximise your potential contact: 

 

melanie@blcleathertech.com   or phone : +44 (0) 1604 679941  

Other training dates for your diary in October  
 

7th     ð  Understanding Leather  
8th     ð  Leather Finishing  
22nd  ð  Leather Goods & Construction  

http://www.blcleathertech.com/
mailto:melanie@blcleathertech.com
mailto:info@blcleathertech.com


RESTRICTED SUBSTANCE - FACT SHEET 

All you need to know aboutéé 

PFOS/PFOA  

Introduction  

The European Union has published a Directive which    
restricts the use of perfluorooctane sulphonates.  The    
requirements set in Directive 2006/122/EC amending    
Directive 76/769/EEC on the marketing and use of certain 
dangerous substances and preparations entered into force 
in June this year. The aim of this legislation is to restrict the 
use of perfluorooctane sulphonates in order to restrict 
health and environmental risks. 

Also under investigation is the use of perfluorooctanoic 
acid, as the US Environmental Protection Agency is looking 
to phase out and eventually eliminate emissions of this 
chemical over the next few years. 

Perfluorooctane sulphonates -PFOS 

These are anions that are commercially available in the 
form of salts, derivatives and polymers. PFOS related    
substances are used for providing grease, oil and water 
resistance to materials as shown below.  

 

Perfluorooctanoic acid - PFOA  

This is a synthetic chemical that does not occur naturally in 
the environment. PFOA is sometimes called "C8."        
Companies use PFOA to make fluoropolymers, substances 
with special properties that have thousands of important 
manufacturing and industrial applications.  
Consumer products made with fluoropolymers include    
non-stick cookware, and breathable, all-weather clothing.  

Some companies have put effort into C4 and C6      
fluorotelomers rather than the traditional C8 chemistry with 
the view that the environmental and toxicological effects 
would be reduced. However, there have been no        
breakthroughs in producing cost-effective chemicals so far. 

Large volume use  Small volume use  

Textiles   

Upholstery Chromium plating 

Leather Photography 

Apparel Photolithography 

Paper Fire fighting foams 

Packaging Hydraulic fluids for aviation 

General coating   

What are the risks?   

PFOS is a substance which proved to be persistent, bio 
accumulative and toxic to mammalian species in a study 
by OECD in 2002. An EU risk assessment done in         
accordance with the EU legislation on the evaluation and 
control of the risks of existing substances identified a need 
to reduce the risks to health and the environment. 

PFOA persists in the environment and accumulates in    
human and animal tissue. It is also probably going to be 
classified as a ólikely human carcinogenô. 

Legislation  

Directive 2006/122/EC amending Directive 76/769/EEC for 
the 30th time, lays down the following requirement ; 

Perfluorooctane sulfonates ï (PFOS ) C8F17SO2X (X = OH, 
Metal salt. halide, amide and other derivatives including 
polymers) may not be placed on the market in               
semi-finished products or articles, or parts thereof, if the 
concentration of PFOS is equal to or higher than 0.1% by 
mass calculated with reference to the mass of structurally 
or microstructurally distinct parts that contain PFOS or, for 
textiles or other coated materials, if the amount of PFOS is 
equal to or higher than 1 ɛ/m

2
 of the coated material. 

Date of entry into force: 27 June 2008 

2010/15 PFOA Stewardship Program   

Back in 2006, the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) 
invited fluoropolymer and telomer manufacturers doing 
business in the United States to participate in a global 
stewardship program on PFOA and related chemicals.   

Participating companies will commit to reducing PFOA 
from emissions and product content by 95 percent no later 
than 2010, and to work toward eliminating PFOA from 
emissions and product content no later than 2015.       
Company commitments were requested by March 1, 2006, 
and companies that participate will report their annual    
progress on a company-wide basis for both their U.S. and 
global operations. 

Conclusions  

Analysis of these compounds is highly specialised and 
BLC is one of only a few laboratories able to offer this    
testing to customers.   

For further information contact Vikki Addy on 
vikki@blcleathertech.com or +44 (0) 1604 679953 

mailto:vikki@blcleathertech.com


CONSULTING 
 
BLC provides a wide range of practical support services for      
tanners, product manufacturers and retailers. These services    
include technical support for process improvement or to address 
recurring problems. In addition, we offer a range of environmental 
services from effluent treatment solutions to environmental audits 
of suppliers. We also provide commercial support in               
manufacturing, trading and marketing activities.  
 
Whatever the problem, we can help to solve it. 
 
Services include: 

Leather technology support 

Material technology support 

Leather product technology support 

Process and manufacturing audits 

Environmental stewardship audits for tanneries 

Leather and finished product inspection 

Leather and footwear laboratory assessment and training 

 
Please contact Stuart Booth on stuart@blcleathertech.com or 
phone +44 (0) 1604 679956 

Hazardous substances update -  NORWAY  
 

Revision to Proposed Regulation to Ban Certain     

Hazardous Substances in Consumer Products  

The initial legislation, known as Prohibition on Certain Hazardous       
Substances in Consumer Products (PoHS), proposed banning 18       
hazardous substances and was sent out for public comment in May 2007. 
Since reviewing the feedback, the Norwegian Pollution Control Authority 
has revised the proposal and is now recommending the ban of 10      
hazardous substances instead of 18. 
 

These are listed below:- 
 

Medium-chained chlorinated paraffins, C14-C17 (MCCP) 

Bisphenol A 

Musk xylene 

Triclosan 

Perfluorooctyl acid (PFOA) and individual salts & esters of    

        PFOA 

Hexabromocyclododecane (HBCDD) 

Pentachlorophenol 

The heavy metals: lead, cadmium, arsenic and their           

        compounds 
  

                       Source: http://www.sft.no/artikkel____42883.aspx 

Testing over the  
Christmas Period  

 

Just to inform you that BLC will be open 
over the Christmas period to perform 
testing and provide any support you 
may need over this busy time. 
 

Opening:  

22-24th December  

29-31st December  

2nd January   
 
Please contact: tracey@blcleathertech.com  for any assis-
tance with testing required during this period.  

Coming up next time. . . . .  

All  you need to know about azo dyesé..  

Join us at the Leathersellersô Hall, London, 19th November for the  

 

 óLEATHER IN RETAILô SEMINAR AND  

DINNER 
 

 

Positive aspects of leather 
 

Risk management in a luxury brand 
 

How green is your leather? 
 

Challenges of sustainable footwear manufacture 
 

How safe is your leather? 
 

Global manufacturing trends   
 

Click here for programme and registration form  
 

Or contact melanie@blcleathertech.com 

Flammability Testing  

Flammability testing is one of the most      
important testing procedures within the textile 
and leather industry because it has crucial 
safety implications in the event of a fire. 
 

BLC can offer a range of accredited flammability testing including 
crib 5/7 (a legal requirement for UK upholstery) plus cigarette and 
match.  
 
A further range of flammability tests are being developed. 
 

Please contact: lindsay@blcleathertech.com for more information 
or phone +44 (0) 1604 679948 

mailto:stuart@blcleathertech.com
mailto:stuart@blcleathertech.com
mailto:tracey@blcleathertech.com
mailto:info@blcleathertech.com
http://www.blcleathertech.com/
http://www.blcleathertech.com/uploads/PDFs/LeatherinRetail2008promoregistration.pdf
mailto:melanie@blcleathertech.com
mailto:lindsay@blcleathertech.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLC ð Building business  

relationships through membership  
 

www.blcleathertech.com 

Connecting  people 

Why join BLC?  
 

We are passionate about leather, experts in its manufacture and      
focussed on providing exceptional support to our members 

 

Access to people with 85 years worth of information, research and 
technical knowledge from an internationally recognised authority on 
leather and footwear 

 

Experienced customer service team providing fast response 
to members needs  

 

Priority testing service for members delivered in 5 days or less 
      (test permitting) 
 

Highly experienced leather testing and leather problem solving 
team providing targeted solutions to leather and footwear problems 

 

Competitive price structure with 30% discounts for members on most       
services 

 

Regular technical information through leather Journal and monthly  
Updates 

 

Free use of the LeatherSure mark in the UK 
 

Membership categories   
 

International Tanner 
 

Technical Associate (leather users, footwear and retailers) 
 

 


