Wel come to Updatee. . July 2008

Well with many of you winding down and getting ready for your holidays we bring you the
latest news from BLC. In this edition of Update you will find an article on Cadmium, the
spotlight on silver tarnishing and a new EU restriction on PFOS. You can also register for the
training dates in August - including courses on understanding leather, leather finishing and
leather and hardware.

PFOS Restrictions Come Into Force

The European Union has published a Directive which restricts the
use of PFOS (perfluorooctane sulphonates). The requirements
set in Directive 2006/122/EC amending Directive 76/769/EEC on
the marketing and use of certain dangerous substances and
preparations entered into force on the 27th June 2007.

PFOS are anions that are commercially available in the form of
salts, derivatives and polymers. PFOS related substances are
used for providing grease, oil and water resistance to materials
such as textiles, carpets, upholstery, leather, apparel, paper and
packaging and in general coating.

PFOS is a substance which proved to be persistent,
bio-accumulative and toxic to mammalian species. Recent EU
risk assessments have identified a need to reduce the risks to
health and the environment.

The restriction is 0.1% for semi-finished goods or articles by mass
with reference to the mass of structurally or micro structurally
distinct parts that contain PFOS or, for textiles and other coated
material® < 10/ m
Enforcement dated 28th June 2008

For more information on how to test for PFOS or other
restricted substances please contact
Laura Robinson _ on +44 (0) 1604 679943
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Environmental impact  There are many ways by which cadmium
enters the environment, some of which have already been
discussed. Cadmium, waste streams from industry usually end up
Wsoil%i}u& H/el:rseou? they can also end up in the air through
waste combustion and the burning of fossil fuels. Currently, only
very small amounts enter the environment through household and
industrial processes because of regulations being put into place.

Another major source of cadmium is in the production of artificial
phosphate fertilisers when they are applied to farmland. The
cadmium either ends up in the soil from the fertiliser or in surface
waters when the waste from the production company is dumped.
When cadmium is present in soil it can become very dangerous as
the uptake through food will increase in both humans and animals.

kadmeia, o both ancient names for
The importance to the leather industry Cadmium is a restricted

substance worldwide. According to the EU directive 76/769/EEC,
the maximum limit of cadmium to be found in any finished product
is 100mg/kg (100ppm). In order to comply with the above
mentioned legislation, products must be tested under EN 71-3
which also covers the EU directive 88/378/EEC i safety in toys.
This restricts the extractable value to 75ppm in any product which
is appealing to a child.

In the leather industry this problem would mainly arise from using
cadmium-containing pigments.  Another way that they could
appear is as heat and UV stabilisers in plastics such as PVC,
which in turn would contaminate the surface covering of some
leather products. When thinking about the level of cadmium in
finished products it is important to make sure that the packaging is
also taken into consideration.

Conclusions Cadmium is a toxic metal, is potentially a very
harmful element and needs to be controlled in industrial
applications. The leather industry must be diligent in ensuring
cadmium based chemicals are kept to a minimum.

Cadmium testing is available at BLC. For more information
on this and other restricted chemicals please contact
Laura Robinson _on +44 (0) 1604 679943

Join us for the New England Tanners Club
Seminar é

On August 22nd 2008, Portsmouth, New Hampshire. All you need
to know about:

Understanding eco leather
Environmental auditing of tanneries
REACH legislation and restricted substances

End of life disposal and composting of leather and leather
products

Practical tips on avoiding grain damage
Global trade update

For further information contact Kevin Rodden or Sue lvett




