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New to BLC

BLC is currently in the process of changing its Nickel Release
Testingd The standard method for simulation of wear and
corrosion for the detection of nickel release from coated items,
EN 12472:2005, has recently been harmonised superseding the
former version. The method incorporates two major steps, the
corrosion step and wear test. The test will be in action by the end
of the year.

REQUIREMENT

According to EC Directive
94/27/EC, nickel released from
products intended to come into
prolonged skin contact (eg watch)
shall not be gr¢
cm?/week.
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Economics - Pakistan to hit export target

Pakistan's leather industry looks to beat its export target of $1.1
billion for the year ending on June 2008. Chairman, Mr Naseem of
the Pakistan Tanners Association (PTA) has expressed
satisfaction over the trend of exports of leather and leather goods
that has shown up in official figures from the Federal Bureau of
Statistics (FBS). The figures show that 24% more goods have
been exported this year across all leather sectors.

The industry in Pakistan now looks to be in a position to hit an
export target of $1.5 billion by 2010. Mr Naseem has urged the
government to offer the leather sector incentives to make sure it
could meet this higher target.

Rapid Shoe FIT

In response to market demands, BLC now

offers comprehensive FIT assessments.

The ages of the models used for fit range

from pre-walkers to 16 years and

incorporate all associated shoe sizes.

BLC customers are welcome to attend the nurseries and schools
with our trained technicians to observe the fitting process. The
technicians conducting the fit service are experienced, skilled and
trained in this field. For each pair of shoes fitted, a minimum of
three models will be used, subject to availability. The standard
turnaround time for fits is 3 working days, with an express, next
day service available.
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RESTRICTED SUBSTANCE - FACT SHEET

Al'l you need to

BISPHENOL A

Introduction

This article provides an overview of the chemical Bisphenol
A. Despite current scientific findings in the US and Europe
supporting the continued safe use of Bisphenol A (BPA),
legislatures in several US states continue to press forward
with proposed legislation to ban products with BPA.
Following differing reports as to its safety, BLC has decided
to look into its use in relation to leather products, so that an
informed decision can be made as to testing protocols.
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Bisphenol A (BPA) is an important industrial chemical that

is used primarily to make polycarbonate plastic and epoxy

resins, both of which are used in a wide range of common

consumer products. Polycarbonate is a shatter-resistant

plastic used to make products ranging from baby bottles

and reusable food containers to eyeglass lenses,
components of lifesaving medical devices,
sports safety equipment and much more.
Along with many other uses, versatile
epoxy resins are used to coat the interior
surface of most food and beverage cans,
which protects the integrity of the contents
from contamination. BPA can migrate in
small amounts into foods and beverages
stored in materials containing the
substance.

These products have been used for 50
years. The controversy is whether they
continue to be safely used today.

Health concerns

Bisphenol A is a hormone disruptor. It mimics oestrogen
and thus could induce hormonal responses in a similar
mechanism to NPEO. BPA, like many other compounds, is
known to be an oestrogen

receptor agonist. Such agonists

can activate oestrogen receptors,

leading to similar physiological

effects as the body's own

oestrogens. These hormone or

endocrine disruptors are

substances that can interfere with

the normal functioning of the

hormone system of both people

and wildlife (in particular aquatic

organisms) in a number of ways to produce a wide range of
adverse effects including reproductive, developmental and
behavioural problems.

Studies have linked low-dose BPA exposure with such
effects as: permanent changes to genital tract; increase in
prostate weight, decline in testosterone, breast cells
predisposed to cancer, prostate cells more sensitive to
hormones and cancer and hyperactivity.
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Current bans

dn America, California and New Jersey
have taken the lead by introducing bills
and banning the use of BPA in
childreno6s
grows more US states are following
suit.

Scientific studies

Several scientific studies have been conducted into the
safety of BPA in recent years, and researchers have also
linked it to adult health concerns, especially breast and
prostate cancer.

A US health-advocacy group cites a scientific study
published by the National Institute of Environmental
Health (NIEH) in August last year, which warned that rats
exposed to BPA experienced "a wide range of adverse
effects. o

While the influence on humans has not yet been fully
studied, the NIEH said that the changes in the animals
indicated that BPA may provoke childhood health
problems such as early onset of puberty, obesity,
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) and
urogenital abnormalities.

In 2007, the European Food Safety
Authority (EFSA) released an
independent report, which reaffirmed the
safety of BPA setting a maximum limit
for human daily intake of BPA of 5mg/kg
body weight/day. It also criticised the
methodology used in many of the
low-dose exposure studies on rodents,
stressing that more studies were needed
to link the chemical with human health
problems. The Canadian government
has also launched a study into BPA, the
results of which are expected later this year.
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Conclusions

Bisphenol A is a potentially harmful chemical and may in
the future be subject to further legislation. Whilst this
currently has little relevance to the leather industry,
plastic derivatives are used in finishes and coatings,
which is why we have had queries into testing for its
presence and the leather industry should be aware of

possible indirect links to products containing this
substance.
For more information contact: Laura Robinson on

laura@blcleathertech.com or +44 (0) 1604 679943.

Next Day Analytical Testing at BLC

BLC Offers a full range of chemical testing by
HPLC, LCMC or GCMS. Standard turnaround is
5 working days, with 3 day and next day service
available.

For more information contact:

Tracey Faulkner on +44 (0) 1604 679967 or
tracey@blcleathertech.com
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