Wel come to Leather Updatee. ™

Here at BLC we wish you all a Prosperous New Year. This issue of update brings you news about CPSC
ban on phthalates, Chinese GB (Guobiao) standards, an article on NPEO, REACH SVHCs, information on
BLC training courses for February 2009, as well as the benefits of BLC membership.

Register now_ for the Effective Leather Sourcing Conference in Hong Kong on 30 March 2009
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CPSC bans phthalates REACH - Substances of Very High Concern
in childrenods toys anp major impact of REACH for retailers, suppliers, tanners and
from February 10, 2009 chemical companies is that from 28 October 2008 suppliers of

. . articles with SVHCs present above 0.1% w/w must provide
BLC offers CPSC approved rapid response testing: 5 day syfficient information to ensure safe use to their customers (and,
standard, next day or 3 day on request for phthalates and upon request, to consumers within 45 days of receiving a request
lead. for the information). This information must ensure safe use of the
article and, as a minimum, include the name of the substance.
On February 10, 2009, DEHP,

DBP, and BBP are permanently
banned, and DINP, DIDP, and
DnOP are banned on an interim
basi s, for chil

care articles as defined in section

108 of the CPSIA (under 12 years
of age). The ban on the six CHINESE GB STANDARDS are the Chinese national

specified phthalates in section 108 of the CPSIA only standards issued by the Standardization Administration of China
applies to products that are manufactured on or after (SAC), the Chinese National Committee of the ISO and IEC. GB
February 10, 2009. For reference see the Office of General stands for Guobiao, Chinese for national standard.Mandatory

. . . ] ._, standards are prefixed "GB". Recommended standards are
gg\zgi?\:/égg'zggl O (e e s I e prefi xe dAsta@dardhadmber follows "GB" or "GB/T".

For further information on how these affect your
Contact tracey@blcleathertech.com business contact tracey@blcleathertech.com

BLC HIDE POWDER

White Hide Powder is the SLTC Official Hide Powder and is used for gravimetric analysis to measure the tan capacity of vegetable
tanning materials and extracts. It also has uses for pharmaceutical purposes such as detanning of vegetable and plant extracts.
The hide powder is produced from top quality bull hides using an extensive washing process based on distilled water. The resulting
hides are processed through a special grinding system producing a fine voluminous powder which is standardised in its absorption
characteristics.

o Ash content <0.5% Ph 5.00 6.5 Durability of 3 years stored at 15-18°C
PROPERTIES:

BLC can assist with any REACH testing and REACH support
that may be required or with the REACH screening process
to ensure that you can meet the immediate requirements of
the REACH Regulation.

Contact tracey@blcleathertech.com

Black Hide Powder is used to measure enzyme activity

For further information contact Stuart Booth on stuart@blcleathertech.com or +44 (0)1604 679956
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RESTRICTED SUBSTANCE - FACT SHEET

Al'l you need to kno

NPEOs

Introduction

Nonylphenol (NP) is not a single chemical compound, but a
term used to refer to a family of compounds all of which
have a central aromatic (benzene) ring and a nine-carbon
side chain.

Surfactants related to NP are known as nonylphenol
ethoxylates (NPEO). Alkylphenol ethoxylates (APEO) is
the term used to describe the group of organic substances
of which NPEO is one. These are mainly used as washing
and cleaning agents (ie surfactants). These are non-ionic
surfactants of particular interest currently as they are
suspected to accumulate in the environment. They are
thought to persist in rivers and their sediments, and also
are concentrated by wildlife, such as fish and birds, leading
to contamination in their internal organs at much greater
levels than in the surrounding environment.

It should also be noted that NPEO and their degradation
products are not produced naturally. The mechanism for
degradation of NPEO in a wastewater treatment plant is
complex, however, generally there is breakdown to
compounds that are more toxic than the original
compound.

Health Issues

As mentioned, there is concern over the use of these
particular non-ionic surfactants due to their suspected
tendency to bio-accumulate and because they are
oestrogenic. This means that they mimic oestrogens,
hormones that are responsible for the development and
maintenance of secondary sexual characteristics and
behaviour. It is known that compounds with oestrogenic
effects disrupt the normal functioning of the hormone
system, leading to potential reproductive problems.

There have been reports of male rainbow trout being

affected by oestrogenic compounds, whereby they are
seen to produce a female
egg-yolk protein. Although
it was originally thought that
hormones from the female
contraceptive pill could be
causing this effect, it is now
believed that APEO may be
largely responsible.

Legislation

The European Directive 2003/53/EC (amending the
Council Directive 76/769/EEC) relating to the use of NP
and NPEO is now in force. This applies within European
communities to restrict the use of these compounds.




