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It is already the middle of December and another year has almost gone. Here at BLC we wish you all a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. This seasonal issue of update brings news about DMF, the launch
of the latest LWG Protocol Issue 4.2, an article on antimony, information on BLC training courses for 2009 in
the UK and Hong Kong, as well as testing response times and microbiology testing.
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Sachets of dimethylfumarate found in shoes

SHOCK FI DMF |

Franced Published: 01 December, 2008
Etam France have had to refund purchasers of 881 pairs of
Chinese made shoes from their stores after health authority
6Direction G®n®rale de | a Sant
agent dimethylfumarate, which is banned in the European Union,
being used to minimise damage to footwear during transportation.
Earlier this year sachets of dimethylfumarate were linked with
severe allergic reactions suffered by people who had purchased
certain brands of Chinese made leather furniture. According to
Associated Press, the retailers pulled the product off their
shelves, cut commercial ties with the supplier and forbade their
other suppliers from using the sachets. A statement by Etam said
a client developed an allergy after wearing her new boots. A
dermatologist she visited blamed the rash on Dimethylfumarate. A
link between the allergy and the sachets has not been formally
established, the statement said. An independent laboratory is
currently conducting tests. Etam spokeswoman Florence Troy
said one style of boots and a range of high-heeled shoes were
withdrawn from 250 stores. Source: www.leathermag.com/news
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> |t|at|ve started by the Leather Working Group (LWG)/back'in 2005 has _c,qntmqephq;r.q
profile of environmental stewardship within the leather mgnufacturrng sectof.'lﬂ.OCt&’e?.W 8
LWG met at the new corporate offices of WoIverlne WorI Wlde Inc in London i’wepty}

environmental auditing protocol which has
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DMF and fungicides
Key Facts

Fungicides are routinely used in leather production i when used
correctly they give adequate protection against fungal degradation
and have minimal skin irritation risk.

'ﬁadr |o?1ally funglcrdés ﬂave b%en fsed’h the Paﬁ)nlf’rg progess '
and more recently in the post tanning and dyeing process to give
additional protection for finished upholstery

1. Fungicides should not be used in surface application of leather

2. Fungicides should be mixed and applied in line with
manufacturers guidelines

3. Fungicide content of leather should be tested from each supplier
once or twice annually subject to quantities

Dimethyl Fumarate (DMF) is a chemical with preservative
qualities. It has been found to be a skin sensitizer at low levels
producing extensive skin irritation.

BLC are happy to help you with any queries you may have on the
above i please contact tracey@blcleathertech.com

includes a number of revisions that will ¢ ntlnue to drive envrronmentai s,te.w;dsb?g‘

within the leather manufacturing sector. The two most sig flcant changeé ar’e the -r?njofo
aste water reatment\o tﬂ

water usage measures and the inclusion

For further information visit www.leatherworkinggroup.com or contact info@
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